





Vor. XXXIL—No, 1591. W 
SADLER’S WELLS. 

On Thursday a performance took place at this 
theatre under the management of a committee of 
anumber of gentlemen residing at Islington and 
the neighbourhood, under distinguished patronage. 
The greater portion of those who took parts in 
the performance were gentlemen amateurs. 
Before the curtain was drawn up the house pre- 
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instances successful. Mr F. Sanford looked the 
character of Pierre, and his masterly elocution 
fitted him well for the character. He is an ex- 
cellent reader, although apt to be rather prosy, but 
he always conveys the meaning of the author with 
careful expression and clearness, which may be 
well understood by the audience as was done on 
this occasion. Mr Dale as one of the senators, 


sented a rare appearance, the boxes being filled | Priluli bears a fine portly figure and looked com- 
with a great number of ladies, all of which were | mancing and dignified ; his voice is rather thin ; 
in elegant evening dresses, particularly the dress- | however, what he had to do was done efficiently. 
circle and the stalls; while the private boxes |The other characters were very well filled by 
were all occupied by families from the surrounding | Messrs Langford, Williams, Sleigh, Marriott, 


squares. 


Lacy, Dickens, Launcelot, Matthews, and Mar- 


The pieces selected for the evening’s entertain- | shall; the part of Belvidera, was ably rendered by 
ment were The Lady of Lyons and the tragedy of | Miss Victor, who showed great ability and was 


Venice Preserved. Mr Warr, as Mons. Beausant, 
was well acquainted with the dialogue, and only 
required a little more confidence and practice; the 
same observation will apply to Mr Knight in the 
character of Glavis. Mr Lewis as Colonel Damas 
acted with great care and judgwent, and met with 
much favour from the enlightened audience. Mr 
Vining made a good landlord, and Mr Slatford 
played Gaspar with force and felling. Mr G. C. 
Williams was the Claude Melnotte, and looked 
the character of the Prince of Como to the life; 
he possesses a fine manly figure and a pleasing 
voice, with a gentlemanly bearing, and his acting 
was marked by a well-digested conception of the 
character ; a little more action and force would 
have heightened his performance. Mrs Malcolm 
as Madame Deschapelles is always talented, and 
she acted with her usual success in the part. 
Miss A. Austin as Pauline was as she always is— 
excellent. ‘These two ladies must now be ranked as 
ornaments to the regular profession. Miss Brough 
as the Widow Melnotte played the part with feel- 
ing and propriety ; and the curtain was lowered 
amidst universal and enthusiastic applause. 

The tragedy is a dull heavy piece of dialogue, 
and requires great ability and practice to make it 
tell with the audience. Mr Bingley in the part of 
Jafier took great pains with the character, and did 
all he could where he had an opportunity to make 
40 impression on the audience, and was in several 


amply rewarded by the discriminating portion of 
the audience. The night’s enteriainment went off 
with universal approbation, and the two managers 
Messrs Dale & G. Lewellyen are deserving of our 
unqualified praise upon their meritorous exertions 
on the occasion ; and we hope on a future enter- 
tainment taking place to be able to witness an- 
other performance which we fell assured will give 
equal satisfaction. 


On Saturday night the house was opened under 
a new manager, Mr Marchant, a gentleman well- 
known as an author and actor, A company well 
adapted for the dramas which are to be produced 
has been got together. Judging from the re- 
ception given to several of its members it is likely 
to remain in bigh favour. 

Mr Marchant’s popular drama of Forsaken was 
the first instalment of the entertainment, In this 
a piece of sensation takes place that will vie with 
any previously exhibited. A lad, whom a rascally 
uncle wishes to put out of the way, is engaged at 
a saw mill. The scene in which the effect takes 
place, the interior of a saw mill, is well carried 
out. The boy knocked senseless, is placed on a 








plank of wood and is seen gradually drawn to- 
wards a circular saw, but is saved from his doom 
by a half-witted youth. The ecene was looked 
upon with breathless excitement, and at ite close 
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the principals were enthusiastically summoned be- 
fore the curtain. Other scenes in the piece are 
also effective. Mr Marchant was dramatically 
good as the Waif and Miss Lacey (a great 
favourite in the east) appears to advantage as the 
Mother (who dies outside the Foundling Hospital), 
and afterwards as the son. Mr Harmer, Mr Rus- 
sell, Mr Anderson, Mr R. Edgar, and Mr Brad- 
shaw, appeared in the other principal characters. 

The farce of Out of the Fruing Pan into the Fire 
followed, and for about three-quarters of an hour 
the audience were kept in the best of possible 
humours by the misfortunes of one Peter Fuddle, 
a coal agent, a part most humorously imper- 
sonated by Mr Brittain Wright (from Drury Lane 
Theatre). The farce is extremely funny and the 
incidents so ludicrous, that it was impossible to 
resist laughing. At its close Mr Wright, who is 
the author of the piece, was summoned before his 
numerous admirers. Miss Gibson was excellent 
as the servant, and Miss Farren is also deserving 
of notice for her impersonation. 

The drama of The Scamps of London, with the 
great railway scene, was the concluding piece. 








ALEXANDRA THEATRE. 

Mr Francis Georce CugaTHam’s burlesque of 
Blue Beard, which it may be remembered was 

roduced asa pantomime on the same stage in 

ecember, 1865, succeeds in attracting numerous 
audiences to the pretty theatre at Highbury. Miss 
Eliza Hamilton and Messrs E. Giovannelli and J. 
Mordaunt retain their orignal characters. With 
Mr Giovannelli as Blue Beard and Miss Eliza 
Hamilton as Prince Rolanta the auditory cannot 
be otherwise than pleased. Miss Maud Stafford 
is an interesting representative of Fatima, the 
= originally associated with the name of 
Miss Fanny Gwynne ; and Mr Charles Steyne as 
Sister Anne commendably refrains from introdu- 
cing any questionable ‘ business.” Mr Edmund 
Campbell as Fetchandcarry performs such remark- 
able feats with his nether limbs, that one is almost 
induced to believe that some of his bones have 
been withdrawn. According to Mr Giovannelli’s 
almost invariable rule, thedramatic entertainments 
terminate at about ten o'clock, visitors frown 
the distant partsof London are thus allowed to 
return to their homes at a conveniently early 
hour. In addition to the other attractions, the 
the French eccentric troupe, from the King’s 
Crops Theatre, appear nightly during the Whit- 
sunside holidays. 


———_ 
CANTERBURY HALL. 

An entertainment of a quasi-theatrical kind, 
deecribed as a ‘ burlesque ballet,” and entitled 
Bonnie Scotland; or, the Highlander who had 
his Fling, is being represented nightly at the 
above establishment. This monologue burlesque 
—if we may so term it—is written by Mr Frank 
W. Green, and consists of rhymed couplets of 
decasyllabic lines, interspersed with parodies, as 
Mies Nelly 
zzie Dashwood have recently 
appeared at the Canterbury in similar pieces by 
the same author. The “talking-part” is entrusted 

Miss May Holt, a daughter of Mr Clarence 
Molt, the tragedian, In the provinces Miss Holt 
bas attained considerable popularity as 8 burlesque 





actress ; the opinion of the audiences who patrop. 
ise Mr Holland’s hall is apparently less favourab),, 
Miss Holt is a fair singer and an exceedingly 
clever dancer, but her histrionic attainments ay 
not of a very high order. Miss Nelly Power; 
style is characterised by a graceful gentleney 
and pretty playfulness, while Miss Holt’s is per. 
vaded by an unpleasant harshness. Any comm. 
risons drawn between Miss Holt’s pretty pred 
cessor and herself cannot be to the advantage of 
the latter lady. A Miss Kate Neville appears ing 
brief sketch, called La Burlesque, written by Mr 
W. F. Vandervell. Miss Neville doffs and doy 
her character-costumes with remarkeble rapidity; 
of her imitations we think but httle. 

On the evening of our visit to the Canterbuy 
Mr Arthur Lloyd was unavoidably absent;; 
lilliputian vocalist appeared in his stead. Mr 
Lloyd is probably the least offensive of the comir 
singers, notwithstanding his impertinent letter 
Mr Edmund Yates. 





MabDame ToussAvup’s.— Many and important a. 
ditions have recently been made to this popula 
exhibition. The collection now contains mon 
than 300 portrait-models of celebrities and chara. 
ters of the present aod past times, the subject of 
every nine days’ wonder being added withs 
celerity which is surprising both to the large ani 
magnificent rooms peopled with the effigies of 
kings, queens, warriors, statesmen, and the illus 
trious of all nations and the smaller room properly 
denominated chamber of horrors. Too many sub- 
jects unfortunately accumulate in this gloom 
place ; we should imagine that there must be 
difficulty sometimes in the selection of subjects, 
otherwise the chamber would soon become ww 
crowded with the portrait-models of the miserable 
originals. 


Tue report that Mrs Stirling had lost her sight 
is incorrect. This lady will give a dramatic read: 
ing in aid of the funds of the New Quebec Work 
ing Men’s Club, in the Marylebone Literay 
Institute, on Wednesday. 


A complaint frequently made by musiciansi 
the Queen's Concert Rooms, Hanover-square, it 
about to be removed by the erection of a hant: 
some organ. The instrument, which is to be oft 
considerable power, will be built by Mr Robert 
Cocks, of New Burlington-street. 


THE amount raised by Mr Augustus Whitby, 
the Royal Holborn Theatre, as honorary stewal 
of the recent Theatrical Dinner Fund at & 
James’s Hall, amounted to £111 19s. of which 
item £74 15s. was the result of a fortnight’s pit 
grimage amongst the City merchants. 


Miss Amy Sepewick (Mrs Parkes) appearel 
last Thursday in the Court of Bankruptcy to op 
pose the bankrupt (M‘Kenna), but he having with 
drawn the offensive imputation which Mrs Parke 
considered reflected on her late husband, ani 
having agreed to set aside £1V0 in two years te 
wards payment of his debts, the order of dischargt 
was grauted. 

A Youne gentleman speaking of a beauty’s fal 
ionable yellowish hair, called it pure gold. 
ought to be,” said a friend ; “ it Jooks like twenty: 
four carrots.” 


—— 


¢ 


To the E 


AMATEUR 
Sin,—I do 
in sending yo 
itso I hope 
gome da:s si! 
Albion Hat], 1 
solely suppor 
rest in clubs | 
wife, attended 
Atter payil 
shown into a: 
to consist of 
very well give 
snd Hamiltor 
between Miss 





We were a 
that a Mr C 
“Guy Fawker 
our seats and 
first time Mr 
and that he « 
ighteen. Ft 
appearance o' 
in a tight-fict) 
ademoo, Hi 
“the comica 
verses he seet 
three were ve 
taused by tt 
people. Atte 
which he ma 
forthwith set 
hat he tere 
reality 2 smal! 
nd was abo 
vouldn’t goo 
fine style. | 
reat power 
perfect ; he i 
opt the audi 

I must beg 

lueble pap 
ood people 
ntertainmen 
nd to do ji 
Youre respec 


Ay Exect 
ble depths ( 
be America 

ing influence 
undisturbed 
indifference 

ll lie the tk 

fire, ever rec 
he hopes, t 
course of 
and therein, 
of heaven. 

Mrs Jobn 

announces 








take place c 
to the regul 
by MissM. ¢ 

Wz regre 
made so fav 
actress at | 


Doalth oblig 











od THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 179 











tron. —_—__- 

able Correspondence, 

_ To the Editor ofthe THEATRICAL JoURNAL. 
Wer'y 


ney MAMATEUR CONCERTS AT ALBION HALL, 


per fe Siz,—I do not know whether I am doirg wrong 
mp fein sending you a critique ot a musical performance, 
rede Meil so I hope you will forgive me. I was informed 
ze of evome da:s since that a concert was given at the 
Albion Ha!l, London Wall, every Saturday evening, 
solely supported by Amateurs. Taking a great inte- 
y A rest in clubs both musical and dramatic, I, with my 
dou wife, attended a pertormance last Saturday. 
dity; Atter paying 2d. each for admission we were 
shown into a front seat, and found the entertainment 
rbury HB to consist of songs, recitations, sketches, &c., all 
Ot; a Mvery well given. Two songs by the Misses Capron 
Mr Mend Hamilton were very good indeed. A sketch 
between Miss Parker and Mr Warner was very good 
also 

















We were about to leave when it was announced 
that a Mr Connor would give a sketch, entitled, 
“Guy Fawkes.” Struck by the title we resumed 
our seats and were told by a lady that this was the 
frst time Mr Connor had appeared upon the stage, 
wd that he was quite a young man, not more than 
eighteen. Further conversation was stopped by the 
appearance of Mr Connor himself ; he was dressed 
ina tight-fitting theatrical dress, and face made up 
ademoo. He commenced by giving asong, entitled, 
“the comical Guy Fawkes ;” after the first three 
verses he seemed to warm to his work, but the first 
three were very shakey indeed, this was no doubt 
caused by the appearance of such a number of 
people. Alter this was the burlesque recitation in 
vhich he makes up his mind to do the deed, and 
forthwith sets about it by bringing on the stage 
hat he terms a cask ot gunpowder, but was in 
reality a small tin box, into this he inserted a pistol 
nd was about to blow all up when he found it 
vouldn’t go off; the conclusion was a song given in 
fine style. Mr Connor possesses a voice of very 

; great power, and with practice would become 
+ sight fect ; he is also a very good pantomimist s nce he 
read: ept the audience in a roar of laughter all the time. 
Work I must beg pardon for taking up so much of your 
iteraty Mvaluedle paper, but I only wish to show to the 
od people of London that there is still a good 
¢ntertainment to be had for the small sum of 2d., 


nt ad. 
»pular 


ith 4 
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loomy 
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rjects, 
1e too 
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408 tt Hind to do justice to the amateurs themselves.— 
re, Mh Yours respectfully, W. Tovary. 
hand: 

be ofa 


Robert # An Evectric Epiror.—Far down in unfathom- 

ble depths (exclaims a contemporary, inspired by 
itby,d the American cable), out of reach ot the disturb- 
ve ing influences of storm and tempest, in serene and 
tS undisturbed stillness, with a repose like death, an 
whic indifference like time, aad continuity like eternity, 
spi ll lie the thio coil, with its subtle current of vital 

ire, ever receiving, ever transmitting, the secrets, 

the hopes, the fears, the destinies of men, the in- 
peared Mitercourse of nations, the progress of the world, 
to op» Band therein, we mayreverently add, the purposes 
: with Hof heaven. 


_ Mrs John Wood, of the St, James’s Theatre, 
J 


snnounces that her first London benefit will 
take place on Friday evening, when, in addition 
chart HBto the regular company, she will be supported 
by MissM. O liver and Mr Toole. 
5 e Wz regret to bear that Miss Kate Neville, who 
made 80 favourable an impression as a burlesque 
weoly' MPicwress at the Canterbury Hall, is through ill 
hulth obliged to relinquish her engagement, 





ConscrENCE is an excellent thing to culti- 
vate; but many people don’t like to have any- 
thiug to do with strangers. 

A PERSON seated at a table between two 
tradesmen thought to be witty upon them, and 
said, How prettily I am fixed between two 
tailors!” ‘Yes; being only beginners in 
business, we cannot afford to keep more than 
one goose between us.” 

A CLERGYMAN in the West of England 
being at the point of death, a neighbouring 
brother, who bad some interest with his patron, 
applied to him for the next presentation ; upon 
which the former, who soon after recovered, 
upbraided him with the breach of friendship, 
rnd said he louked for his death. ‘ No, no, 
doctor,”’ says the other; “‘ you quite mistake ; 
it was your living I looked for.” 

THE PRESENTATION of a diamond-ring to a 
Cincinnatti actress the other day gave a gifted 
reporter of that city the opportunity for this 
glorious outburst: “It was a triding tribute 
from a humble admirer of the neble drama to 
a brilliant beacon upon the shot-tower of his- 
trionic genius.” 

Lypia THompson and Miss Henderson have 
been fined at Chicago 200 dols. each (£40) for 
their assault on Mr Story, the editor of the 
Chicago Times. 

ANECDOTE OF MENDELSSOHN.—In 1846, as 
every musical reader knows, Mendelssohn was 
busy with his last great work, Zlijah, io regard 
to which, and in connection with Miss Dolby, 
(Madame Sainton-Dolby) an anedote is told, 
At dinner, to which both the composer and 
the singer were invited, Mendelssohn apolo- 
gised for being late on the ground that Hiijah 
had detained him, and added, “I have sketched 
the bass part, and now for the contralto.” Some 
interest was naturally expressed in the latter by 
the English guest, upon which Mendelssohn 
rejoined, “ It will suit you very well, for it is a 
true woman’s part, half-angel, balf-devil.’’ The 
master’s definition may have been wrong, but 
his prediction was right. 

A verbatim copy of a letter from a chief magis- 
trate of a certain corporation :—‘* Dear Sur—On 
Monday next, I am to be made a Mare, and shall 
be obliged to you, if so be you will send me down 
by the Coatch, some provisions, fetting for the oc- 
casion, and I am to ax my brother, the old Mare, 
and the rest ofthe Bentch. I am sur,ete.” The 
above was answered by a waz, into whose hands 
it fell, as follows :—‘‘Sir—In obedience to your 
orders, I have sent per the coach two bushels of 
the best oats; and, you are to treat the Old Mare, 
I have added some bran to make a mash, Yours.” 

In a debate on the leather tax, in 1794, in the 
Irish House of Commons, the Chancellor of the’ 
Exchequer (Sir John Parael!), observed with 
great emphasis, “that in prosecution of the pre~ 


sent war, every man ought to give his last guinea 


to protect the remainder.” Mr Vandeclure said, 
that ‘‘ however that might be, the tax on leather 
would be severely felt by the bare-footed ner 

of Ireland.” ‘lo which Sir Roach Boyle replied, 
that “thie could eed easily remedied by mak- 
ing the under leather of wood.” pe 
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Notices to Correspondents. 


Notict.—We beg to remind Managers and Secre- 
taries, of Amateur Clubs, we are now making a 
new list of Registered Clubs for the year, and shall 
be glad to hear from them, stating the name of 
their club, place and time of meeting, with Mana- 
ger’sand secretary's names, &c., with 2s. 6d. in 
postage stamps. 

Notice.—It is requested that all advertisements be 
sent by Monday afternoon, pre-paid. 

G. Esmonp.—We have made the alteration. Please 
to send six stamps. 

W. Y. 8.—If the members think proper to put their 
wish into a form, we shall feel very grateful for 
their kindness. 

A et aes back numbers have been forwarded to 

cy’s. 

W. B. Grimatp1.—If the stamps are not sent on the 
receipt of this, we shall give publicity to the 
transaction. 

Anonymovs.—We do not notice such letters. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 
Six Lines ° ° . F ° Is. Od. 
Eight . ° ° . . ° Is. 6d, 
Twelve . ; . ° , ; 2s. Od. 
Twenty . ‘ : . ; a 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . . . P 1s .extra. 
Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
e’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
$365a, Strand, opposite Somerset House, 
List of Agents for the sale of the THEATRICAL 
: JOURNAL, 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Bell, St. John’s Street Road. 
Brown, 202, Kensington Park-road, Notting Hill. 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
Dick, King’s Cross Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road, 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Nunn, 63, Ledbury Road, Westbourne Grove, W. 
Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 
Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 
Purkies, 60, Compton Street, Soho, 
Roberts, James, 195, Shoreditch. 
Shearn, 7. St. John-street, Smithfield. 
Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road, 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Vickers, 317, Strand, 
Walters, Bell-yard, Temple Bar. 
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ENGLISH OPERA AND ENGLISH SINGERS. 





A SKETCH IN THREE OUTLINES.—I. 





UNFORTUNATELY there is but little inducement 
to venture on establishing a permanent locale 
for English Opera and native lyric talent in 
Londoo—the Jast praiseworthy attempt of Miss 
Pyne and the late Mr Harrison having proved 
so disastrous.a speculation. A few words, bow- 
ever, regarding the rise and progress of the art 
may be acceptable to the reader. 

We can scarcely date the origin of English 
Opera more than half a ceutury back. We may, 
indeed, take the year 1826 as the commencc- 





a Ce 
ment of real opera writing amongst us, = It way 
then that Carl Marin von Weber composed bis 
exquisite fairy piece Oberon tor Covent Garden, 
Betore that time operas composed to English 
words were mongrel affairs, alternating limping. 
ly with songs, recitatives, and dialogues, some 
times smart, more frequently stupid. 

We may commence with Purcell, a worthy 
man, who merely embellished pieces with musi. 
cal interjudes. This interstitial style of enter 
tainment may be found in his Abelazor, Timon 
of Athens, The Tempest, Theodosius, Indian 
Queen, Tyrannic Love, Ponduca, &e. King Ap 
thur was more like a complete opera, but was 
interrupted by dry dialogue; it proved very 
successful, however, when revived by Macready 
at Covent Garden, at a cost of £3,000. Purcell’ 
style was thoroughly English; the singers ig 
his time not only sang, but acted without any 
singing frequently, and many of them danced, 
The men were members of the Chapel Royal, 
The women obtained some celebrity. Mrs Davis 
in a play called The Rivals sang as a shepherd. 
ess ** My lodging is on the cold ground” so e. 
quisitely that Charles II. fell in love with ber 
and a child was the result of the Royal Liaison, 
Then comes Miss Shore, Colley Cibber’s wife, 
Then Miss Cross plaved Altisidora in Purcell 
Don Quixote, and warbled “From Rosy Bowers’ 
very charmingly ; after her Miss Campion, mis. 
tress of the first Duke of Devonshire, and thea 
the celebrated Mrs Bracegirdle whose great 
part was Marcella in Don Quivole. ‘These were 
in Parcell’s time, Then came the great Handel, 
who composed his pastoral cantata Acis and 
Galatea for the Italian Opera. We now come 
to Dr Arne, whose Artaxerxes immortalized 
him. His Love ina Village and the Fairies are 
also well-known, so is Carey’s Dragon of Wait- 
ley. The chief cantatrice at this period were 
Lavinia Fenton (the original Polly) who earned 
15s, a week at Covent Garden in 1757, and be 
came Duchess of Bolton, Thomas Walker was 
the Macheath. ‘Then Mrs Clive, who played in 
Love in a Riddle, attracted immense notice, Miss 
and Mrs Arne, sister and wife of the Doctor, 
also sang. The latter (Miss C. Young) and the 
bass singer, Reinhold, were great favourites io 
the Dragon of Wantley. Lastly came Miss 
Brent, Dre Arne’s best pupil, who delighted the 
town by ber singing in the Maid of the Mill, aud 
as Rosetta in Love in a Village. 

Now we arrive at the tbird period,—Sher 
dan’s; he produced his Duenna at Drury Lane 
in 1775, closely followed by the Carnival ¢f 
Venice, the Camp, the Spanish Maid, the Strangtt 
at Home, and Love in the East. ‘The music 
these pieces was composed by Linley, Sheridan’ 
father-in-law. Dr Arnold then wrote the Cask 
of Andalusia (revived by Buckstone two or three 
years ago) the Mowncaineers (in which Elliston 
was 80 five as Octavian), Znkle and Yarico, avd 
the Surrender of Calais, in which occurs that 
charming song “ Faint and wearily.” Ino 174 
the celebrated ballad singer, Dibden, came out 
as acomposer. The Quaker and the Waterman 
have handed bim down to posterity. Fou 
years after this, Shield brought out the Farmer, 
the Poor Soldier, &c. In 1763, Stephen Svoract 
produced his famous operatic pieces (one o 
which, Wo Song no Supper, is now having 4 
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Jengthened run at the Haymarket). The Haunted 
Tower, the Siege of Belgrade, the Pirates, &c., 
were celebrated in their day. Mazzinghi also 
composed musical pieces, In Storace’s incom- 
plete opera Muhmoud the great Braham first ap- 
peared—Leoni was also a noted Jewish tenor at 
thittime; Miss Brown sang with him in the 
Duenna. Amongst the singers of the period 
were the lovely Mrs Crouch, well known in the 
Lord of the Manor and the Beggar's Opera, 
Madame Mara, Mrs Billington, Miss George, 
the great Incledon, &c. Mrs Jordan also sang, 
Miss De Camp, Mrs Dickons, Michael Kelly, 
Signora Storace (sister to the composer), and 
Mrs Mountain. Up to this time there was no 
opera properly so called; these were mere pre- 
parations or musical illustrations, The fact was 
our audiences did not understand singing a 
drama to them; it appeared nonsensica!, and 
the nation was ashamed of our imitations of 
foreign screaming and fiddling, Singing, there- 
fore, could only be introduced on the stage ip 
the form of clumsily interpolated ballads which 
our actors sang with more or less passion and 
effect. The Italian method was yet unknown, 
for although Braham studied for a time in Italy 
he was rather an inspired florid ballad singer 
than a great operatic artist. He had all the 
ability to become one, but the time for the genu- 
ine opera had not arrived when he made his 
reputation as a singer. He, however, is the 
link between the past and present history of the 
English Opera. Mrs Waylett was one of the 
last of our purely operatic ballad singers. 
(To be continued.) 
| 


POPULAR ACTRESSES.—LY1.—LVI. 
Miss CATLEY. 


Ann CatLey, acelebrated singer, was born 
in 1745 of poor parents, her father, formerly a 
coachman, keeping a public-house at Norwood. 
His daughter first appeared at Vauxhall 
Gardens in 1762, and inthe same year at 
CG., as the Nymph in Comus. It was stated 
that Sir Francis Delaval visited her instructor’s 
(Mr Bates) house, and the latter agreed, on 
receipt of £200, to surrender her person to Sir 
Francis. An information was granted by the 
Court for conspiracy, but the affair was com- 
promised. She sang in Ireland with great 
applause ; ber beauty and talents enabled her 
to take great liberties with the andience ; when 
encored she would frequently turn round and 
curtsey with her back to the spectators ; when 
an orange was thrown at her once, she took it 


up and said to the gallery, ‘‘ This is nota civil 


(Seville) orange.” Her last appearance was 
in 1784. Amiable, generous, and sensitive, 
though immoral, she was a general favorite. 
She was married to General Lascelles, aud died 
at their own bouse in Brentford at the early 
age of 44, 


MRS CROUCH. 
Mrs Crovcw was the daughter of Mr 











Phillips, an attorney, and was born in Gray’s 
Inn-lane, in 17638. Her fine toned voice 
attracted early notice; at 10 years of age she 
executed Zhe Soldier Tired with effect and 
precision. In 1780 she sang at D.L. the part 
of Mandane, and afterwards Clarissa in Leonel 
and Clarissa, in which she showed histrionic 
talent. Her salary rose from £6 to £12 a 
week. In Dublin the susceptible Hibernians 
were advised to guard well their hearts, as so 
sweet a face, elegant person and ravishing 
voice were scarcely found in a century to 
unite sc powerfully in one young lady. She 
met John Kemble there, who fell violently in 
love with her, and they were betrothed, it is 
said. She was playing Rosetta in Love ina 
Village at Limerick, when some drunken offi- 
cers came behind the scenes, and declared 
they would accompany her home. John Kem- 
ble drew his sword and till them they would 
do so at their peril; and, coming out with Miss 
Phillips, he would have been killed had not an 
old woman arrested the arm of the officer, 
who aimed a blow at his head behind. 

In 1784 she was again in Dublin, turning 
the heads of the natives. One gentleman 
threatened to shoot her it she would not listen 
to his addresses. She soon after eloped with 
the son of a nobleman, but was brougtt back 
by her parents and taken to London, where 
she played Emily in Zhe Double Disguise on 
her re-appearai ce. Next year she married 
Lieut. Crouch at Twickenham. Ao accidental 
fall brought cn a premature accouchement, and 
she lost her child after 10 days; this event 
affected her greatly. ‘The year after she sang 
ayain, but lost much of her attraction, owing 
to the superior merits of Mrs Billington. 
Kelly says “ she seemed to me like the Venus 
of Appelles, all that was exquisite and 
charming.” An intimacy soon sprang up 
between them, aud Mr Crouch proposed that 
Kelly should take up his residence with them, 
They then became inseparable, travelling and 
singing together, and accepting engagements 
together. She then appeared at D.L. as Selima, 
in Asor and Selima, and sang *‘ No flower that 
blooms is like the rose? inimitably. In 1788 
her face was much scarred by the overturning 
of a hackney coach; this did not prevent ber 
making her provincial tour with Kelly and 
reaping a plentiful harvest. She returned to 
D.L., and played Miranda, and Lady Elinor 
in The Haunted Tower. Husband, wife, and 
inamorato visited Paris together in 1760,when 
our heroine incurred some danger by wearing 
a white rose in her hair at the Grand Oprra, 
Mr and Mrs Crouch soon separated. Kelly 
says Crouch never appreciated the gem he 
possessed. In 1792 the lovers gave concerts 
at their house in Pall.Mall,wbhich were attended 
by the elite of the town, including the Prince 
of Wales, who made such adyances to her 
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that Kelly became jealous, not without cause ; 
however, they lived affectionately to the last. 
This pretty creature took to drinking at the 
close of her career, and died at Brighton in 
the arms of Kelly, in 1804. 

He averred that had she met witha hus- 
band who could have cherished her amiable 
qualities, she would have lived and died without 
a blemish on her fame. He erected a monu- 
ment to her memory, with a fulsome inscrip- 
tion, in which he styles her as being beautiful 
alinost beyond parallel. She was generous 
and affectionate, and much beloved by the 
profession. Her manner of dressing the parts 
she played was frequently absurd, for instance, 
she used to act one of the Witches in Macbeth 
in a killing fancy hat, her hair superbly pow- 
dered, rouge laid on with delicate effect, and 
her whole exquisite person (which she had no 
idea of disfiguring for the sake of correctness) 
enveloped in a cloud of point lace and fine 
linen. She was careless but charming in her 
attire. ‘lhis incomparable beauty, in short, 
was a compound of Venus, Lais, and Frou- 
Frou! 

—_$—_@—_—_—. 
UNE CHAINE. 

UnqvursTIonaBLy this brilliant and intensely 
interesting 5-act comedy of Scribe’s is one of 
the most delightful pieces the French company 
have treated us to. ‘The acting of Regnier as 
the avowe, Lafont as the Admiral, and Mdlle. 
Broban as the Cou:'ess was such as we may 
eafely say wecan iind no parallel in this 
country. M. Houssaye plays the jeune amou- 
veux—a very long and difficult part—with 
power and feeling, but bis appearance is not 
quite satisfactory ; how far superior are such 
men aa H. J. Montague or Fred Young in 
these parts! The aristocratic sentimentality 
of the last-named actors the French do not 
understand, nor is Mdlle. Brohen in truth 
youthful or comely enough to captivate the 
heart of a young and arcent composer. Her 
voice is remarkably clear, deep, and flexible, 
and her acting forcible and full of finish. 
The young ingeune who played the daughter 
of the Bordeaux merchant caught her dress 
(last Wednesday) in a nail of the sofa, as she 
was making a rapid exit, and tore the skirt 
nearly off, leaving several yards of muslin and 
white satin adbering to the pitiless upholstery. 


GAMMA. 
——————$<————— 


BLENHEIM HALL. 

THE second entertainment of the Kentish 
Town Dramatic Club took place at the above 
Hall on May 23rd, before a large and attentive 
audience. The first piece on the programme 
was the new drama of Edendale, a pretty 3-act 
story of the American war, avd appeared to 
give great satisfaction. Mr J. D. Mitchell 
took the principal part, ‘‘ Edmond Fairholt,” 
and on the whole gave a good rendering of the 





part. He was easy and graceful and well up 
in the text, but not sufficiently emphatic jin 
some parts, but we have no doubt he will 
improve when he bas had more practice for he 
has all the makings of a good actor. Mr Gar. 
ton played carefully as Col. Vandeleur, and Mr 
Hastings, as Ferdinand, went through bis part 
with credit, but had he thrown a little more 
force into his speeches it would have been 
more in accordance with the character of a 
hot-blooded youth of Virginia. Messrs Foote 
and Bradshaw caused much amusement as the 
two negro servants, they were comic without 
being vulgar, and greatly relieved the serious 
part of the play. Their acting took immensely 
with the andience. Mr James looked and 
played like a gentleman—quiet but effective, 
and Phil Magrath found a good exponent in 
Mr Stanley. Miss Blanche Payne we have 
seen before, and a better actress this club 
could not have; she dressed and acted with 
great taste and expression. Miss Harcourt 
also deserves our praise, though we thought 
her rather overweighted with her part; it isa 
long and difficult one, but she got through it 
to the satisfaction of the numerous audience. 

A scene from Zhe Wife followed the drama, 
supported by Mr R. Gaston and Mr S. Hinton 
and brought down thunders of applause. 

Black Eyed Susan concluded the night's 
amusement. ‘* William” was emartly acted by 
Mr Hinton, who looked a true British Sailor; 
he was well made up, and played with great 
spirit. Messrs James and Chester as Raker 
and Hatchett looked the pirates to perfection, 
Such persons {one would not care to meet 
alone on a dark night ; they epoke their words 
with vigour and played well. ‘* Doggrass” 
was rather tame, as performed by Mr Fontaine. 
Mr Mitchell, as ‘‘Gnatbrain,” was highly 
comic and humorous—a great contrast to his 
acting in the first piece—and Mr Foote was 
thoroughly at home in Jacob Twig. Blue 
Peter, by Mr Cole, deservee @ word, if only 
for the song, and the other parts were effectually 
played by Mesars Paget, Fritly, Robson, Law- 
rence, Brashaw, &c. We must not forget to 
mention a dance by Mr Lawrence, who, with 
Mr Corrie, went through a plantation dance in 
the fruit piece. Miss Rutland played “Susan” 
with talent, her scenes with William were 
very nicely done, and Mrs Harcourt had a part 
better suited to her in ‘* Dolly May flower.” 
It was altogether a good night’s performance, 
and we hope to have the pleasure of attending 
on their next night. They appear to be a 
well-educated club of young men, and under 
the able management of Mr Hinton we may 
look forward to a number of talented entertain- 
ments. 





Mr Henry Melton, ot Kegent-street, has re- 
ceived a telegram from San Francisco, announcing 
the decidedly successful first appearance in that 

Walter Montgomery as Hamlet, 


city of Mr 
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Registered Amateur Clubs, 


EAUFOY DRAMATIC CLUB—meets, during the 
winter months, twice a week at the FLEECE, Queen- 
street, E.C.—AIl communications respecting this Club 
to be addressed to Mr. OSCAR MOORE, Junior 
Garrick Club, Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C, 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Stieet,‘Oxfurd-street. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
Secretary, Mr George Esmond. 


ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
F ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square, All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


ORTH LONDON AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
CLU B—meets every Tuesday evening, at 8, at the 
SouTHGATE ArMs, Southgate-road, Islington, N.— 
Secretary, Mr John Ford, jun., to whom all communi- 
cations should be addressed. 
RION DRAMATIC CLUB.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 
372, Kingsland-road ; Acting and Stage-manager, 
Mr G. H. Whittaker. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F, Small, jun., Hon. Secretary, 6, Albert- 
road, Dalston. 


OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLUB-RooM, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A- 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial. 
road, E, 


HETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
eae Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 


»” 


ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB(Established 1866. )—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the sane, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry Waker, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N. 





Hontoway’s Ointment and Pills.—Rheumatism 
and Gout.—These purifying and soothing remedies 
demand the earnest attention of all persons liable 
to rheumatism, gout, sciatica, or other painful 
affections of the muscles, nerves, or joints. ‘I'he 
Ointment should -be applied after the affected 
parts have been patiently fomented with warm 
water; when the unguent should be diligently rub- 
bed upon the adjacent skin, unless the friction 
should cause pain. Holloway’s Pills should be 
simultaneously taken to reduce inflammation, and 
to purify the blood. This treatment abates the 
violence, and lessens the frequency of gout, rheu- 
matism, and all spasmodic diseases, which spring 
from hereditary predisposition, or from any acci- 
dental weakness of constitution. The Ointment 
checks the local malady, the Pills restore the vital 
powers, 

Tue Prince and Princess of Wales visited the 
Princess’s Theatre on Friday. 

Mr Shelley bas seceded from the management 
of the Surrey Theatre, and has been succeeded by 
Mr C. H. Ross. 

_M. Charles Plantade, an eminent French musi- 
cian, has lately died. At his funeral the most 
celebrated musicians in Paris attended, including 
M. Auber. 





MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY’S FAREWELL 
CONCERT 

Atv her annual concert given in St. James's 
Hall on Monday afternoon, Madame Sainton- 
Dolby bade farewell to the public. Few artists 
can boast a career so long, so uniformly success- 
ful, and so intimately connected with the pro- 
gress of English music in its highest forms. 
Few artists let us add, have held a prominent 
place with more rightful pretensions, or have 
shown themselves better fitted by ability, con- 
scientionsness, and zeal to minister to the pub- 
lie pleasnre, 

GAIETY ACADEMY. 
MESSRS SOUTER AND MACLEAN 

are prepared to receive PUPILS FOR THE STAGE. 
Tuition in every branch of the Dramatic art given on 
the Stage of the Gaiety Theatre (ry permission of J, 

HOLLinGsuead, Esq. 

Professor of Music & Singing Herr MEYER LUTZ, 
Professor of Dancing - - - Mr J. CORMACK, 


TERMS: 
3 months 


General Stage Instruction - - 456 0 0 
Singing and music Sm - 210 0 
Dancing - - - - - - - - 210 0 


£10 0 0 
Private Lessons 10s. 6d. each. 
The above may be had separately. 
Terms :---Payable in advance. 
In all cases of proficiency an engagement guaranteed. 
Lessons twice in each week. 


TO AMATEURS AND OTHERS. 
YOUNG MAN just retiring from the Music-hall 
Profession, wishes to dispose of the remainder of 

FLRST-CLASS WARDROBE. No reasonable offer 
refused. Apply between 2 and 4 o’clock at 55, Grange- 
street, New North-road, Hoxton. 





UPILS for the Stage.—All who wish to adopt the 
Stage as a Profession, should apply to Mk. Sr. 
MAINE, of the theatres Royal, Drury Lane and Covent 
Garden, at his Acadamy, 1, Hanway-st., Tottenham 
Court-road, a few doors from Oxford-street. Livery kind 
of stage business, elocution, action, fencing, and all fancy 
dancing, classical character, and burlesque. Private 
lessons any hour, day, or evening; eight, £1l1s.; a 
thorough course, £10 10s, Pupils may pay by monthly 
instalments. Young gentlemen thoroughly taught to 
play harlequin or clown; the whole of the business, 
dances, &c., for £10 10s. Engagements procured for 
pupils. The Highland Fling, Hornpipe, Jig, or Break- 
down ; private instruction till pertect in each dance, 
£1 1s.—Apply personally, or by letter, enclosing directed 
envelope. 


PAW PIRTLOWN 18 
27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 


HOT JOINTS from 12 till8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 


WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’S Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
feotch Ales on draught. 
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WATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOWS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


HIS brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Hight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throuzhout the establishment ls. 
Musica! Director, Mr W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





CREMORW & GARDENS. 


4 NTERTAINMENTS from four o’clock p.m. Amusements continue until eleven, when a Grand Pyroteehnie 

4 Display, by Mr Wells, of the Crystal Palace, will take plice. Gardens op -n at three p.m. Admission, One 
Shilling, Sundaysat four, by refreshment card, 6!.—Table d’ Hote at half-past six, 2s 6d. 

Mr JOHN BAUM begs to announce thata LARGE PORTION of the THEATRE and various ENTER. 
TAINMENTS wiil be FREE tothe PUBLIC, ‘This being entirely a new featur, the lessee begs to draw special 
attention to it. MDLLE. CLAVELLE, 

Premier Dansuese de Cartele from Milan, Venice, ‘turin and Paris, every evening in the grand 
bullet of GISELLE, at ten, 





THEATRE ROYAL, SADEERS WELLES 
Lessee, MR R. EDGAR 

TOW OPEN for the SUMMER SEASON under the management of Mr FREDERICK MARCHANT- 
! Prices of admission to suit all classes. ‘Two great dramas nightly, FORSAKtN and THE SCAMPS OF 
LONDON, with all their oriziyal and thrilling effects. Supported by the best company in London, including 
Miss Marian Lacey and Mr Brittain Wright, also Messrs Howard Russeli, Richard Edgar, T. J. Anderson, W, 
Harmer, Henry Lrigh, E. Newbound, Harry Pritchard, J. Bradshaw, M. Roberts, J. Mathews, and Frederick 
M: archant , Mesdames Emily Gibson, C. Rvbinson, C. Johnstone, Margaret Perry, Harriet Farren, Wright ina 
screaming ‘farce. ‘The curtain will rise at seven o'clock, and there will be no unnecessary delays between the acts, 
or pieces. Spiendid band conducted by Mr J. Giorgi, Scenery by Mr John Johnstone. Novelties in preparation- 
Stage-manager, Mr F’. Marchant. 





ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS 


AND 
ALEXANDRA THEATRE, ISLINGTON. 
Sole Proprietor, Mr. E. GIOVANNELLI. 
ret reie extraordinary with M. Chappelle and Co., 
4 


of Folies Parisiens, from the King’s Cross Theatre, 


. WHITSUN HOLIDAYS. 
forthe whole of the French ecceutrie troupe, inclu- 


: d : : aed . AFADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
ding Madiles, Mathilde, Rachel; MM. Nigril, Gus- | |] ‘street—On view, upwards of THREE HUX- 
DRED PORTRAIT MODELS of celebrities aud 
| characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
) i aa 4 se portrait m dels of the lateGEORGE PE ABODY, Esq, 
Open every Sunday for promenade, in the lovely | the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA: 
= Admission, y Pogo ticket, Sixpe — | PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
ah an aaah 4 b EB is eae Beard, | Queens from William the C onqueror, 
i ae tover, Miss Eliza Hamilton. | “Now and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris. 
at e oa” admission aed nee. —BStage-manager, Mr Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, 
ordaunt, Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 10 
a.m, till LO p.m. 


MUHE SHAKSPEARE Carte de Proverbe (copyright) 

[ Enlarged to Cabinet size, in consequence of nume 
rous enquiries for a larger carte. Se ries No. 1, Cabinet 
size, 2s., or 25 stamps. Series 1 & 2, carte "de Visite 
size, ls. or 13 stamps. LACY, 89, Strand, London, 


tave, Roslin, &c. La Grissette de Paris and her royal | 
can-can, who will appear every evening at nine and 
eleven. No advance in the prices. AdmissionSixpence. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

S4 MUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 

street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with We 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- | 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 
large assortment of every necessary for the same 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow | 
the protession will do well to give Mr. May an orde 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and pu 
q tality all studied, 








ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
Street—A PORTRAIT MODEL of "TROP- 
MANN is nowadded amongst innumerable relics. The 
actual KNIFE of the original GUILLOTINE used for 
the decapitation of Louis XV I., Marie Antoinette, 
Robespierre, and 22,000 persons of the best and worst 

| blood in France 
Admission, 1s. ; ; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 

of Horrcrs, 6d. 








Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. Open from eleven a.m, till five, and from seven til 
wy . ten p.m, 
TO AMATEURS, pranes Sacee til . : ae 
. . ie — . mateur eatricals. 
RB’ a yy od psy Poe. nop nd fitted. with “Act | J | RS. MONTAGUE (from the Theatre Royal, 
oa ti es See ee ee ae | Lyceum. &c.) having recovered from her-severe 


Drop and Scenery. ‘lo be LET for Amateur Perfor- | Fi 
sposition, can accept engagements for the above, 
mances. STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor - Ms I E « street 
oughly and rapidly taught by a Public Professor. A | For terms ; apply, W. BE STOW, Esq., 9, Acton-s 
ghly ar ) A ; | Grays Inn-road. 

lessons given on the stage, and an appearance guaranteed, | ¢ 
Miss HERBERI1’S DRAMATIC CLASSES, ————— SS 
TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS, with Stage Practice. | pyyishea every Wednesday Mornin Joe 

. ’ ~ ublis g, at Twelve o’c 
lerfurmances mvnthly. Seoretary, Blenheim Hall, 61, "‘Wennene, at baz, Strand, A the Proprietor, Ww. way 
Chalk Farm-road. To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns 
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